Transcript of the MorninGS PROGRAM on ABC NewsRadio    
The Defence Reserves Association is facing funding problems this financial year. 

Interviewees: Major General Jim Barry, President of the Defence Reserves Association

At 10:55AM  on 29/12/2009
COMPERE:
According to the TV adverts there are many reasons to join the Army Reserve, from tax free pay to travel and training.  What's not mentioned is that Australia's part-time defence force is facing a major funding problem this financial year.

The Defence Reserves Association says reservists have had to slash their training, including the use of live ammunition.  The Association blames a lack of planning for the current budget woes.
Brendan Trembath(*) reports.

REPORTER:
The Australian Army Reserve, training with live ammunition, but this sort of realistic training is harder to come by this year because of budget cutbacks.
JIM BARRY:
In terms of things like ammunition, the reservist is suffering.
REPORTER:
The Defence Reserves Association president, Jim Barry.  General Barry says there's less money for reservists this financial year, because more people are choosing to stay in the regular army, that means a bigger wages bill.
JIM BARRY:
The normal separations of regular personnel or retirement, is over 11 per cent.  They've dropped down in the last year to less than nine per cent.
REPORTER:
And why are more people choosing to stay in the army at the moment?
JIM BARRY:
Oh, I think that's pretty simple.  The job market isn't looking too good.  They rethink it and say; well, I think I'd better stay in.
REPORTER:
So what does that mean fundamentally for defence reservists?  What are they missing out on?
JIM BARRY:
They're missing out on pay for training days is the main issue and that creates problems of morale.
REPORTER:
This current financial year situation, how can the reserves improve their lot?
JIM BARRY:
[Laughs]  Well, I'm not defence as such.  My belief is that defence should have gone to the Government and said; look, we've made a mistake, because that's what it is in my view, it's a management issue.  They must have known that separations would fall and, therefore, there would be an increase in the requirement.
REPORTER:
Is the reserves still a good opportunity then, if there's the possibility that there's not enough ammunition to go around for training, that live grenade training is almost nonexistent and that the pay is not always guaranteed for training?
JIM BARRY:
Reservists join because - for lots of reasons.  But, you know, it might be national pride.  It might be wanting to do something for their country.  It might be because their mates are in.  There's lots of reasons why reservists join.  It usually isn't for money.  It is - although that's obviously tempting as well, it's a little bit more altruistic than that.
REPORTER:
AM contacted a spokesman for the Defence Minister Greg Combet, but has not had a response yet.
COMPERE:
Brendan Trembath with that report.
