From: The Australia Defence Association [mailto:austdef@bigpond.net.au] 
Sent: Monday, 4 January 2010 5:14 PM
To: letters.editor@canberratimes.com.au
Cc: cameron.ross@canberratimes.com.au; david.mclennan@canberratimes.com.au
Subject: Army Reserve: General chat at cross purposes
Importance: High

Hesitant as I am to comment on an exchange between the Chief-of-Army (Letters, 4/1) and the national president of the Defence Reserves Association (“Defence warned reserves will quit”, 30/12, p.3) I suspect there is some general confusion involved.

Ii is also probable that the “second-class” quote about reservists attributed to General Barry was misreported from quite a different context to that assumed by General Gillespie.

But the real issue here, surely (and generally), is why the specific funding now allocated to ADF reservists is insufficient to their meet training and development needs for other than high-priority tasks (now that it can no longer be topped up each year using the salary vote surplus from those full-time ADF personnel not actually able to be recruited when the economy was booming).

Numerous Army and parliamentary studies of the Army Reserve over the last generation or two, for example, all agree that army reservists need a minimum of 28-32 days annually to maintain basic standards of operational effectiveness and utility. 

If current funding does not sustain such effectiveness then surely the only practical and long-term alternatives are to increase the direct funding or again cut the size of the Army Reserve (and move it fully to a Ready-Reserve model).

While the 3rd AIF-in-waiting model of the 1950-2000 Army Reserve is rightly no longer appropriate for strategic, demographic, technological and budgetary reasons, the more specialised and integrated reserve forces we now have still need to be adequately sustained or we risk further accelerating the general and generational death spiral afflicting the Army Reserve as a whole.
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