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Defence has indicated it will not ask for more money to support Australia's part-time soldiers, despite warnings thousands of Reserves could quit because of poor morale caused by budget constraints. 

Defence Reserves Association president Major-General Jim Barry (retired) said regular forces rightly received the focus over part-time soldiers, but budget constraints meant the Reserves missed out. Parades had been cut from four times a month to three and Reserves were missing out on things like live-ammunition training. 

He said Defence middle management did not understand the psyche of the citizen soldier. Reserves signed up for mateship, camaraderie, patriotism, and the excitement of a possible deployment, and the changes were hurting morale. 

''[A Reserve] is a second-class soldier, but he doesn't want to feel second class,'' Major-General Barry said. 

''The young guys and girls say, 'They [Defence] obviously don't respect us, they don't care' ... They will vote with their feet because young people are very mobile and won't hang around if you say things will be better next year ... Once those thousands of Reserves leave, it'll take years to get back.'' 

He called on Defence to ask for extra funding to stop the cuts. He said it would cost more to replace those who left than Defence would save through the cuts, making it a false economy. 

For more on this story see today's Canberra Times. 





